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Dasharath's Oath
Kajari Guha
Kolkata, India

King Dasharath had taken an oath (to please his queen Kaikayee)
Bharat would be the heir to the throne

"And what about the exile of Rama? Did you forget that? O my Lord?"
enquired the queen.

The bewildered king uttered in a trembling voice

"Hey Rama! You would be in exile for fourteen years.

Please forgive me! Forgive your old father for taking the oath (to please
my wife)

Rama sacrificed his whole life to keep his father's promise

The show of Rama and Ravana with Sita Harana went on.

When the show stopped, it was high time.

Sita entered inside the Mother Earth.

Rama lost everything and

lived only to suffer the tortures of life.

Today also human life is infested with the turmoils of good and evil
We tussle with one another

Life is only a puzzle

Still it's the eternal truth that Sri Rama is

the incarnation of justice

That's why the humanbeings' regard

for Him is still in practice!

(This is the English translation of the poem on page number 139).
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Last Heartbeat
Anviksha Srivastava
Los Angeles, USA

A slow steady heartbeat starts my day.
My simple face and feathers.

The gray edges outlining my purpose.
My home is a mix of brown and empty.
The blue sky is a mix of clear and mirror.
I see myself in its depths.

My flight follows a pattern.

I lived a happy box life.

Each task matched a quiet heartbeat.

A slow steady heartbeat and a gray life.

Until that day.

I was painted on a branch

Scratching my name in its skin.

I heard pleas for help.

The sky split from mirror clear to a shining spotlight.
The glare of the sun highlighted

My weakness, insecurities, and age in its heat
Melting my feathers, it laughed like Ravan.

While the bright yellow glitter light of the sun

Gave me strength and courage like the color of Sita’s
maternal sari.

I followed the voices inside me.

I believed that my simple feathers could hold back darkness.
My heartbeat sang the song of a warrior.

I broke through my box life

With the shield of my friendship with Dashrath.
I reached out for the blue.

For a moment
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My air was coated with hope.

I pulled with my beak and shadowed with my feathers.

In a battle of sweat and balance I was on the edge.

My talons grasped at slippery cloth.

My feathers beat against the strong smooth side of the chariot.
Screams and pleas mixed in with the sound of struggle.

I circled evil and won

My heartbeat matched the stuttered movements of the chariot.
My arms created a curtain.

Until silver lightning struck.

My feathers stained red.

I remember colored rain.

I tasted brown again as I fell.

Ravan left like a storm taking the sun.

I was left counting my heartbeats.

Each one slower than the last.

My heartbeat thundered against my broken ribs.

First Heartbeat

I fought Ravan and served Sita.

Second Heartbeat

I almost stopped him and I was struck down.
Third Heartbeat

Ravan laughed as Sita blessed me with her tears.
Fourth Heartbeat

My pain held on a little tighter as my blood covered me like a
blanket.

Fifth Heartbeat

I was blessed by Sri Ram.

Last Heartbeat

This old Jataiyu served Ram.

This ordinary bird turned unique with his
Last Heartbeat...
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My Search of Divinity
Rajesh Kumar Mishra

Mumbai, India

I listened a lot about divinity,
How beautiful life it makes,
Its power to bring world unity,
Love & kindness what it takes.

I kept searching it from childhood,

To see it, to feel it, to establish in it,

I was shown many paths in adulthood,
Guiding differently to merge with it.

My search continued with faith & courage,
Till I found holy Sri “Ram Charit Manas”,
Describing life of Lord Ram & Mata Sita,

Depicting divinity is every step & stage.

Miraculously, at once, my struggle ended,
When in ‘Divine abode of Ramlila’ I landed,

Flowering divinity in Ram Katha, at each stage,

Seeing it, feeling it, establishing in it page by page.

May Sri “Ram CharitManas”’s holy messages,
Mercifully spread across world and bring unity,
May Lord Ram & Mata Sita’s life and sacrifices,

inspires & bless each life to blossom with divinity.
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